January 12, 2007

Chairman Kevin J. Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Jonathan S. Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

We, the undersigned civil rights and public interest organizations, urge the Federal
Communications Commission to stop further concentration of media ownership until it
has taken the necessary steps to promote minority and female ownership of broadcast
stations. A regrettable legacy of exclusion in broadcast licensing has left too few owners
and too little diversity in our media system. The FCC must study the impact of
consolidation on the diversity of media ownership and implement a plan to increase
minority and female ownership of broadcast stations. This must be an urgent priority.

“Out of the Picture,” a recent study by Free Press, demonstrates the unacceptable lack of
diversity in television station ownership. The study finds that women and minorities have
been shut out of media ownership. While women comprise 51 percent of the entire U.S.
population, women own less than 5 percent of all television stations. Minorities make up
33 percent of the entire U.S. population, yet minorities own less than 3.5 percent of all
stations. While the level of female and minority ownership has advanced in other
industries since the late 1990s, it has worsened in the broadcast sector.

The Free Press study shows that the more station ownership is concentrated in a market,
the less likely it is to have minority and female owners. Recent policies encouraging
media concentration have contributed to the loss of diversity in station ownership.
Despite the overwhelming evidence of media consolidation's devastating impact on
diversity, the FCC is now poised to permit further concentration by relaxing ownership
limits. Such changes would directly conflict with the commission's statutory mandate to
foster diversity over the public airwaves.

The FCC has a responsibility to monitor and promote the diversity of media owners in
order to achieve more diverse media content. We are concerned that further consolidation



of media will only aggravate the absence of minority and female owners in the U.S.
broadcast system. We urge the FCC to halt its current review of media ownership rules
until it has fully studied the impact these changes will have on diversity of ownership.
We urge the FCC to immediately implement policies that promote more diverse media in

America.

Sincerely,

Rosa Clemente
R.E.A.C.Hip-Hop

Mark Cooper
Consumer Federation of America

Lisa Fager and Paul Porter
Industry Ears

Kim Gandy
National Organization for Women

Marta Garcia
National Hispanic Media Coalition NY
Chapter

Eric M. Gutiérrez
MALDEF

Alice Huffman
NAACP California

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson
Rainbow/PUSH

Jacquie Jones
National Black Programming
Consortium

Gene Kimmelman
Consumers Union

Cheryl Leanza
United Church of Christ, Office of
Communication

Jose Marquez
Latinos in Information Sciences and
Technology Association

Janet Murguia
National Council of La Raza

Alex Nogales
National Hispanic Media Coalition

Jeff Perlstein
Media Alliance

Chellie Pingree
Common Cause

Ivan Roman
National Association of Hispanic
Journalists

Andrew Jay Schwartzman
Media Access Project

Josh Silver
Free Press



